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PROGRAMME OF THE ASSOCIATION FOR 
INTERNATIONAL CONCILIATION. 


True patriotism consists in properly serving one’s 
country. It is not enough to be ever ready to de 
fend it ; it is necessary as well to steer it out of com- 
plications, to spare it needless burdens, and to pro- 
mote, through peace, its energies, its resources, its 
trade. Our twofold programme has in view to 
stimulate home activity under the safeguard of 
good foreign relations, and we have followed this 
path, without any party spirit, during ten years, by 
means of a methodical education of public opinion. 

In this enterprise, which at first seemed visionary, 
we have had efficient support coming from all 
classes of people, from all countries, from eminent 
representatives of the political and scientifical world, 
from the different Parliaments, the different Exec- 
utives, from the Universities, the Councils, the 
Municipalities, the Chambers of Commerce, the La- 
bor Associations, the Peace Societies and the Pro- 
gressive Clubs, both in Europe and in America, 
where, we can safely say, every Chief Executive has 
shown himself in favor of the things we strive for. 

We have already arrived at practical results; 
prejudices against aliens are fast vanishing; the 
various peoples, confronted with the transforma- 
tions caused by progress and laboring under the as- 
saults of universal competition, begin to realize that 
there is a great deal to lose in antagonisms that 
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cripple their vitality, and everything to gain from 
associating themselves, as individuals do, agreeing 
to mutual concessions, in a co-operation that 
strengthens their independence and increases their 
individual influence. The utilities derived from 
this entirely new evolution amount to many millions 
of money and imply most important facilities in 
trade practice. Merchants, farmers, manufactur- 
ers, artists, men of science, laborers, operators, etc., 
whoever works in behalf of such evolution, profit 
largely by it; every one is demanding that the 
change become permanent and final. Such is the 
second part of the problem still wanting a solution. 

The most difficult part of the task is already ac 
complished. The present betterment has not been 
determined by any sentimental impulse, it has been 
caused by every one’s comprehension of his own 
interest. It is true that this improved condition has 
not been sufficient to prevent deplorable conflicts ; it 
has only been able to restrict them. The Franco- 
English intelligence has probably spared the world 
a general war; and how could we count for noth- 
ing those early arbitration treaties, insistingly de- 
manded by us and finally obtained? But we cannot 
stop there. It is indispensable to foresee possible 
dangers and reactions ; that is why we have planned 
our international organization. Here we give an 
outline of it: 


1. We shall continue our task of educating public 
opinion, counting more than ever on the support of 
the heads of superior, secondary and primary estab- 
lishments of education, and also on that of quite a 








number of admirable voluntary associations whose 
representatives are among our first adherents. We 
shall exchange from one country to another and 
among all of them our lecturers, in order to spread 
widely all progress, discoveries and innovations 
that may benefit every one and all of them. 


2. Owing to our relations, we will be in a posi- 
tion to rectify, the case arising, any false or mis- 
leading report tending to misguide public opinion. 
Our members, being well informed and acting to- 
gether shall powerfully contribute to the maintain- 
ance of peace through the influence they hold on 
public opinion, over the press, over the Parliaments, 
and over the Governments themselves. 


3. We shall promote intercourse among foreign- 
ers and with foreigners; we shall bring about 
friendly relations among prominent men who are 
evidently desirous of becoming acquainted, but who 
lack the opportunity and thus lose by being isolated 
the greater part of their self-confidence and power. 


4. We shall continue to promote foreign trips and 
international visits. We shall aid and facilitate 


scientific expeditions. 


5. We shall encourage the study of foreign lan- 


guages. 


6. We shall continue to favor, adding new guar- 
antees, the exchange of children, of pupils, of pro- 
fessors, of workingmen, of artists, etc., also the 
employment of reliable young men in _ foreign 
countries. 
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7. A periodical Bulletin, in expectation of an 
International Review, the editing and direction of 
which have been prearranged, will be the natural 
culminating point of these different new features. 
The Review will serve to keep the adherents well 
informed as to the activities of the Committee. 


Finally, at the proper time, we shall enlarge out 
present headquarters ; we shall establish, beginning 
at Paris, something which is lacking in all capital 
cities, a sort of club that shall be The Foreigners’ 
Home, the wonderful development of which can 
only be imagined, and. which will serve as a centre 
of meetings, lectures, congresses, concerts, exposi- 
tions, etc.; in fact, the rendesvous of the initiatives 
of the whole world. 

In this manner our Committee will constitute, by 
the simple means of private initiative, the embryo 
of the new organization, the need of which is felt 
everywhere in the modern world, and without which 
the most powerful, as well as the weakest, State or 
individual has no assurance for to-morrow. 

Should you be in sympathy with the views above 
expressed, and should you consider that the results 
obtained thus far warrant the promotion of further 
developments, we ask vou to join us. 


ohh. 20, i Seria 


President Fondateur. 
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